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January 13, 2026

• 2026 DPH Updates: 

• Childhood Vaccination Schedule Guidance
• Influenza & Respiratory Illness Cluster Reporting 

• COVID-19 is no longer a separate cluster type
• HPAI
• Measles
• Foodborne & Waterborne Illness (Johanna Vostok, Foodborne & 

Waterborne Illness Coordinator)
• Norovirus: New Guidance and Resources
• Foodborne Illness Complaint Reporting is Live!
• Foodborne & Waterborne Illness Data Available  

• Featured Presentation: Answering Public Health Questions using 
Immunization Data: Tips and tricks for leveraging data from the MIIS, 
MA school immunization survey, and more.
• Joshua Norville, MPH, Data Assessment Unit (DAU)
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Infectious Disease Tools for LBOH Webinar Schedule!

• You help us identify topics, 
needs, & content!  

• Be sure to send ideas, 
requests, and questions to 
Hillary and Scott!
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MAVEN Help has Guidance Documents and 
Previous Webinars: 

Join us for Office Hours
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 @11:00!  

2026 Upcoming Schedule! 

http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html 

WEBINAR REGISTRATION PAGE:
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars

You can always contact 
mavenhelp@mass.gov or 
The MDPH Epi Program 
at 617-983-6800 with 

specific questions.

All 
Registrations: http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars

2nd Tues
1/13/26 MIIS for LBOHs

4th Tues
1/27/26 4th Tuesday Office Hours

2nd Tues
2/10/26 Pivot Tables and MAVEN Data

4th Tues
2/24/26 4th Tuesday Office Hours

2nd Tues
3/10/26 Case Investigation Tips & Tricks

4th Tues
3/24/26 4th Tuesday Office Hours

http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html
http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html
http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
mailto:mavenhelp@mass.gov
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
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Updates – A quick recap for January 13, 2026
Webinars 2025:
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MAVEN Help:  
http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html 

Always Remember you 
can see recent 

webinar recordings 
and slides in MAVEN 

Help.

Bookmark the URLs!

Each Presentation has :  PDF Slides, Recording

All 
Recordings:

2025 Webinars & Materials 
Available in MAVEN Help

2nd Tues
1/14/25

MAVEN - Local Health Reports Review 
and eCR updates

2nd Tues
2/11/25

Pivot Table Introduction for MAVEN 
Users and ELR updates

2nd Tues
3/11/25 Case Investigation Updates 2025

2nd Tues
4/8/25 Tuberculosis

2nd Tues
5/13/25 Viral Hepatitis

2nd Tues
6/10/25 Arbovirus Season

2nd Tues
7/8/25 Enteric Diseases (Foodborne)

2nd Tues
9/9/25 Foodborne Illness (FBI) Complaints

2nd Tues
10/14/25 25-26 Respiratory Illness Season

2nd Tues
12/9/25 MAVEN Refresher

Register for Future 2026 Webinars and Office Hours: 
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars

http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html
http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html
http://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/toc.html
https://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/pdf/June_10_2025_%20Mosquito%20and%20Tick-borne%20Disease.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/1906820791822678785
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
http://tinyurl.com/MAVEN-Webinars
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Federal Childhood Immunization Schedule Changes

• On January 5, 2026, the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) issued a memo changing the childhood immunization schedule.

• The change reduced the number of vaccines recommended for all 
children from 17 to 11.

• The justification from HHS was to align the US schedule with “peer 
nations.” 

• To date no high-income country has made its vaccination decisions based only 
on what a “peer” country does. 

• The changes made now closely align with Denmark’s vaccine schedule.

• Denmark is a small, highly homogeneous country with a centralized health care 
system that guarantees universal access to care, low baseline disease 
prevalence, and strong social infrastructure. 

• The US healthcare system and social infrastructure has many care gaps; 
therefore, prevention is the best option.
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https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/decision-memo-adopting-revised-childhood-adolescent-immunization-schedule.pdf
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MA Guidance on Childhood Vaccination Schedule
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DPH Guidance Issued January 2026:  Change your reference 
materials for pediatric immunization schedules from CDC to AAP.

• DPH now recommends that clinicians in Massachusetts use 
the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Recommended 
Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule as the 
primary reference for the routine immunization of infants, 
children, and adolescents.

• Insurance coverage for childhood vaccines will not change. 

• The federal schedule can influence state policy and insurance 
access, however the states ultimately determine which 
vaccines are recommended for children and required for 
school entry.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/dph-guidance-on-recommended-reference-materials-for-pediatric-immunization/download
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
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DPH Recommended Guidance for Vaccines 

• Keep tabs on current 
DPH Guidance for 
vaccines here:  
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-
recommended-guidance-for-vaccines 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
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Additional Resources

• The American Academy of Pediatrics Recommended Child 
and Adolescent Immunization Schedule 

• Massachusetts Immunization Requirements for School and 
Camp Entry 

• Massachusetts Immunization Information System (MIIS) 

• AAP Communicating with Families and Promoting Vaccine 
Confidence 

• DPH recommended guidance for vaccines
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https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immunization-requirements-for-school-entry-1/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immunization-requirements-for-school-entry-1/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immunization-requirements-for-school-entry-1/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/about-the-massachusetts-immunization-information-system-miis
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/about-the-massachusetts-immunization-information-system-miis
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/communicating-with-families-and-promoting-vaccine-confidence/?srsltid=AfmBOorVXA86fI1Js1b9sE0xY5u4UZbmKewzvysZ90hxNhJIZ9v-UOSW
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/communicating-with-families-and-promoting-vaccine-confidence/?srsltid=AfmBOorVXA86fI1Js1b9sE0xY5u4UZbmKewzvysZ90hxNhJIZ9v-UOSW
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/communicating-with-families-and-promoting-vaccine-confidence/?srsltid=AfmBOorVXA86fI1Js1b9sE0xY5u4UZbmKewzvysZ90hxNhJIZ9v-UOSW
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines
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Seasonal Influenza Updates
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Influenza Season 2025-2026

10https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting

2024-2025

2022-2023

2019-2020

2023-2024
2021-2022

2020-2021

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/respiratory-illness-reporting
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Influenza Season 2025-2026
• DPH alerting the public and providers about high number of influenza 

cases

• DPH Public Press Release , 1/5/26 

• DPH Influenza Clinical Advisory, 1/8/26

• As of January 8, 2026, there have been 4 pediatric influenza deaths in MA.

• The predominant circulating influenza strain in the U.S. is influenza A 
(H3N2) subclade K which is slightly different than the H3N2 strain in the 
2025-2026 vaccine. 

• Early estimates from other countries suggest that the 2025-2026 influenza 
vaccine is effective against the circulating influenza A (H3N2), subclade K.

• Preliminary data from the U.K. show that flu vaccination reduces hospitalization 
by 70–75% in kids and 30–40% in older adults.

• The influenza vaccination remains an effective tool in preventing influenza 
related hospitalizations.
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https://www.mass.gov/news/massachusetts-reports-very-high-flu-activity-with-cases-climbing
https://www.mass.gov/news/massachusetts-reports-very-high-flu-activity-with-cases-climbing
https://www.mass.gov/doc/2025-2026-influenza-clinical-advisory/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/2025-2026-influenza-clinical-advisory/download
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Clinical Advisory for the 2025-2026 Seasonal Influenza 
Epidemic
DPH recommends clinicians to:

• Vaccinate all eligible patients against influenza.  

• Annual influenza vaccination is recommended for all people ≥6 months of age who do not have 
contraindications. Vaccination is especially important for people who are at higher risk of 
developing serious flu complications. It is not too late to receive influenza vaccine this season.

• Test for influenza and other respiratory virus diagnosis.

• Promptly provide influenza antiviral treatment to people with severe or progressive 
disease, people at increased risk of complications and to hospitalized patients with known or 
suspected influenza.

• Consider post exposure prophylaxis with antivirals for asymptomatic, exposed people in 
selected circumstances.
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COVID Cluster Reporting Changes

• The stand-alone COVID-19 Healthcare Facility 
Cluster Reporting Form was retired this fall.  

• Moving forward, facilities will report COVID 
clusters using the Influenza/Respiratory Illness 
Facility Cluster Reporting Form and using the same 
criteria for what constitutes a respiratory Illness 
cluster: 
• 3 or more clients with Influenza-Like Illness: Fever of ≥ 

100F and cough and/or sore throat. 
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https://infectious-disease-reporting.dph.mass.gov/process-definition/ri-outbreak-crf/start-form?
https://infectious-disease-reporting.dph.mass.gov/process-definition/ri-outbreak-crf/start-form?
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MAVEN Respiratory Illness Clusters (now include COVID-19)

• Influenza-Like Illness (ILI):  Fever of >100o F and cough and/or sore 
throat)

• This should result in far fewer healthcare facility COVID clusters being 
reported to MAVEN, as now, only resident cases are reportable through this 
mechanism, and only if they have three or more cases meeting the criteria 
above. 

• Reported ILI Clusters indicating COVID-19 cases will remain Respiratory 
Illness/ILI clusters (and not be changed to Novel Coronavirus) and COVID-19 
should be listed in the Respiratory Question Package under “What virus was 
identified.”

14
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School Respiratory Illness Clusters

• Schools utilize the same Respiratory Illness Facility Cluster Reporting Form as 
other facilities.  (It’s imperfect, we know.)

• Routine seasonal illness in schools is expected and does not need to be 
reported via Cluster forms.  Above normal levels of illness can be reported.  
Examples include:
• Above expected absentee rates for this time of year, and/or
• Above expected visits to school nurse reporting respiratory illness for this time of 

year.  

• Reports should be for a school, not for each classroom, unless there is a specific 
issue of note in a classroom or group.

• Schools do not have access to lab test results, so reporter can indicate a 
particular ‘bug’ in the lab section (other (specify)) if they are aware from 
student reports.   
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https://infectious-disease-reporting.dph.mass.gov/pages/CaseReportForms#ri-outbreak-crf
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Avian Influenza Updates
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Wild Bird HPAI continues to 
circulate among wild 
birds, primarily wild 
waterfowl 

Domestic Birds 1 backyard flock identified 
(as of 1/5)

Dairy Cows Milk supply from MA 
dairies remains negative.  
Milk is tested monthly.

HPAI Massachusetts, January 2026

• Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) 
viruses cause severe disease and high mortality 
in infected poultry.  Only some avian influenza 
A(H5) and A(H7) viruses are classified as HPAI 
A viruses.

• H5N1 is a type of HPAI and remains primarily a 
Zoonotic Disease (animal to human). 

• H5N1 human cases have been rare in the US 
and have been primarily associated with direct 
contact with infected commercial poultry or 
dairy cattle.

• No human cases of H5N1 have been 
identified in Massachusetts. 

HPAI Among Animals in MA, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/avian-influenza
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/avian-influenza
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/avian-influenza
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/avian-influenza
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/avian-influenza
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/avian-influenza
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
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Reporting Sick Birds

Report observations of Dead Wild Birds  - MA Div. of Fisheries & Wildlife MassWildlife

• When to report:

• If you find 5 or more sick or deceased wild birds at a single location.

• If you observe a deceased bald eagle, peregrine falcon, or snowy owl.

• How to report: 

• Submit form through the webpage. 

Poultry Disease Reporting Form - MA Dept of Agricultural Resources MDAR

• How to Report Sick or Dead Domestic Birds:

• Submit a form through the webpage OR call the Division of Animal Health at 617-626-1795.

• This form should be used to report sickness or death in DOMESTIC poultry, such as chickens, turkeys, gamebirds, 
pigeons, guinea fowl, and domestic ducks and geese.
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https://www.mass.gov/orgs/division-of-fisheries-and-wildlife
https://www.mass.gov/forms/report-observations-of-dead-wild-birds
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-agricultural-resources
https://www.mass.gov/forms/poultry-disease-reporting-form
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Measles Updates
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U.S. Measles Cases, 2026

• There continues to be no cases of measles in 
Massachusetts

• A total of 2,144 measles cases were reported by 45 
jurisdictions in 2025. 93% of cases were unvaccinated or 
unknown. There were 3 confirmed deaths. 

• For 2026, 3 measles cases have been reported by NC and SC 
[all outbreak associated (3+ related cases)]. 

• Measles training on MAVEN Help:
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Data as of 1/7/2026. Source: https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.htmlIntro to Measles Case Investigation and Follow-up

Slides
Recording 

2025

2025
202420232022

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/pdf/February%2014_2023%20Introductions%20to%20Measles.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/1731295836325332739
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Foodborne & Waterborne Illness Updates
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ICYMI: New norovirus case investigation guidance
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Notification to LBOH MAVEN users via 
email on 12/9/25
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New norovirus webpages

How to report norovirus:
• How to report if you’re sick
• Reporting suspected norovirus 

outbreaks
• Requirements for certain people 

with norovirus
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https://www.mass.gov/norovirus

https://www.mass.gov/norovirus
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New norovirus webpages

For child care programs and K-12 
schools:
• Reporting outbreaks
• Prevention and control
• Exclusion checklist for staff and 

children
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https://www.mass.gov/norovirus

https://www.mass.gov/norovirus
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New norovirus webpages

For health care facilities:
• Reporting outbreaks
• Prevention and control
• Exclusion of staff and volunteers
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Memo announcing new online guidance 
distributed to health care facilities this week

https://www.mass.gov/norovirus

https://www.mass.gov/norovirus
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Update on foodborne illness complaint reporting
In September 2025, we reviewed BIG changes to foodborne illness 
complaint reporting (Webinar Slides & Recording; Updated Tip Sheet)
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https://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/pdf/September_9_2025%20Foodborne%20Illness%20Complaints%20in%20MAVEN.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/#recording/5167444516240120066
https://www.maven-help.maventrainingsite.com/pdf/FBI%20Complaint%20Tip%20Sheet.pdf
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Report My Meal is LIVE!
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• Webpage and online report form 
are now live!

• Each report entered and 
submitted creates a foodborne 
illness complaint event in MAVEN

Note: If you enter fake data to check out the new 
online form, please do not click SUBMIT. 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal

Online 
report form

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/report-my-meal
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Report My Meal is LIVE!

• Report My Meal can be used by the 
public to report foodborne illness for 
themselves or individuals in their 
household

• Can also be used by LBOH staff 
(especially those not on MAVEN) to 
document FBI complaints

• Report My Meal replaces the old FBI 
Complaint Report Form
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From the Report My Meal webform: 

https://infectious-disease-reporting.dph.mass.gov/process-definition/massachusettsFoodborneIllnessComplaintFormProcess/start-form?illIndividualsTable=%5B%7B%7D%5D&suspectedSourceOfIllnessTable=%5B%7B%7D%5D


Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph

Foodborne & waterborne illness data
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Foodborne and waterborne illness 
10-year morbidity report
• Includes annual case counts for the 

current year and past 10 years
• Data are updated at the beginning 

of each month
 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
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Foodborne & waterborne illness data
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Foodborne Illness Outbreak Report, 2023
• Number of local and multi-state whole 

genome sequencing clusters and associated 
cases (Listeria, Salmonella, Shigella, and 
Shiga toxin-producing E. coli) 

• Summary of the number and types of 
foodborne illness outbreaks by month, year, 
and etiology

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/foodborne-and-waterborne-illness-data
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